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grams.   If we think of any day, we shall remember that
if the wind did not shift, the general character of the heat
did not alter.   Suppose, for instance, that we had been in
a large cyclone with a north-west wind, which lasted for
the whole twenty-four hours.   We should have known
instinctively that it was a cold day for the season, and
though there would have been a very considerable differ-
ence between the temperatures recorded by night and by
day, the quality of heat which belongs to  north-west
winds would have remained the same.    But suppose that,
after a sharp white frost in the morning, about midday
the sky had begun to thicken and the wind to back to
the south, then, as before mentioned, the temperature
would rise while the sun was going down, but every one
would have recognized that the quality of the heat and
the general character of the weather had changed.   We
thus see the correctness of the phraseology which calls
such changes general, which have their origin in the
great movements of  atmospheric pressure with wind-
shifts, and those changes variations which are imposed
on the general character by the sun's daily influence.   In
fact, we realize the great principle  that the  diurnal
variations are superimposed on the general changes, but
never alter the character of the latter.   Temperature,
like every other element of weather, is the balance of the
general changes and diurnal variations; so tbat when
the general are strong the diurnal are masked, when the
former are weak the latter are predominant.